
 

 

Sanctification, the lifelong process in which we take active responsibility as we rely on the Presence and power of the 

indwelling Holy Spirit to transform us more and more into Christ, is the pathway that all Christians must travel.  It is a 

course that is as challenging as it is continuous, as difficult as it is delightful.  According to the Westminster Larger 

Catechism Q and A #75, sanctification is a saving grace of God in which the Holy Spirit applies the full scope of Christ's 

"death and resurrection" to God's chosen people, such that they, having been born again and given a new nature in Christ, 

are being continually renewed in every aspect of their being into the image of God.  This is chiefly the work of the Holy 

Spirit who stirs up, increases and strengthens these graces within believers.  The catechism goes on to tell us that those 

that are being sanctified, that is, growing into Christ, "more and more die unto sin, and rise unto newness of life."   Simply 

put, being conformed into the image of Christ (another way of describing sanctification) involves a conscious struggle in 

which the believer cooperates with the Holy Spirit in the simultaneous tasks of killing the remnant of sin in his life and in 

enhancing those Christian virtues he received when he became a Christian.  

 

One of several conclusions we can draw from this understanding of Christian life is that we must take sin(s) seriously.  

Each believer has within him, a vigorous remnant of corruption always seeking to overtake him.  Yes, it is true that "those 

who belong to Christ have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires", Gal 5:24, but it is also equally true that the 

flesh and the Spirit are inextricably locked in a hostile warfare ".. to keep you from doing the things you want to do " v. 17. 

 

It is within the church, the communion of saints or holy ones, that our growth into holiness chiefly takes place.  From 

God's perspective, believers are not autonomous entities having "liberty" to satisfy their individualistic ends.  In radically 

countercultural terms, our loving God reminds us ".. You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. .." 1 Cor 

6:19 -20.  Into this one body several members were baptized in or with the Holy Spirit, 12:13, who is also building us 

together, in Christ, into a dwelling place for God, Eph 2:22. 

 

The church  is that "one another" body of God's covenant people, who, being organically bound to one another, are to 

show their unique identity as heaven on earth, as God's theater of displaying the glory of his redemptive purposes on 

earth, by wholeheartedly striving to promote and further God's will and purposes among its members.  As such, members 

are not merely to strive to come to the aid of fellow-members taken up in sin-indeed, this is necessary and noble.  Nor, are 

church members only required to take steps to ensure that their brothers and sisters do not lapse into sin- this is usually 

undertaken within intimate relationships, through free and honest exchange in small groups, and through sound 

counseling, whether officially at the pastoral level or unofficially among consenting members. Above all, members of the 

covenant community are required to exhort one another unto spiritual growth.  "Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy 

and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,  bearing with one another and, if one has 

a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all 

these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 

which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 

admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 

God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him." Col 3:12-17.  The church is that "one another" body of Christ whichis committed to maintaining its 

redemptive identity, the chief characteristic of which is its holiness or "separatedness" unto God for His glory.    

 

Growth into holiness or sanctification, takes place within the church, one body consisting of several members who are 

covenantally bound together and built by the Holy Spirit.  We are "..living stones ..  being built up as a spiritual house, to 

be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ."  1 Pe 2:5.  At the 

consummation, the church is described in the fullness of her perfection as ".. the holy city,  new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband". Rev 21:2.  Yes, this is what we will be when 

we will be with the Lord forever in glory but this is what we already are though not perfectly.  God chose us ".. as the 

firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth."  2  Ths 2:13. Where is our sanctification 

enlivened?  Where is it "fleshed out"?  Within the local, visible church whose members practice the principle of covenantal 

togetherness.“.. [O]ne of the dispositions created in the heart of those born again is an attraction to the life of God found 

among God's people in a local church.”  Donald S. Whitney, Tabletalk, December 2011. 
 

 

          


